July 2018

Melanie Allen presented a very informative program
at our June meeting.

***Save the Date!***
Admission Fees: Adult: $5.00; Children under 12: Free
We welcome items from you for our raffle table or silent auction. Bring them to the July
meeting or email us and we can pick them up. Christopher, Adeline, and Abbie will
again have a special exhibit called “Meet the Parrots.” Last year lots of people “flocked”
to their area and enjoyed seeing many different species of parrots. We will also have
great speakers (Robin Shewokis and Dr. Kersting), silent auction, raffle tables, etc. Also
new vendors have signed up.

Many of you remember Robin Shewokis when she spoke at Varietees Bird Store in 2013 and
have mentioned that you want her to come back. Good news! She will be speaking at the
August Gateway Parrot Club Fair. We are very excited to have her.
The topic of her presentation will be "All Animals Forage - Welcome to the Great Foraging
Experiment." We will explore the need to forage and ways to encourage your pets to participate
in foraging activities. She will not limit her talk just to parrots, but all animals. Since we are
adding reptiles and exotics to our fair, she will include them in her seminar.
Robin is the owner of The Leather Elves (a company that designs and manufactures enrichment
devices for animals in captivity. Since 2000 Robin has consulted at zoos in the U.S., Canada and
Holland and has distributed enrichment products worldwide.
Robin regularly speaks at parrot clubs, providing workshops teaching ways to create a
stimulating environment. She also develops new products for parrots that will stimulate
naturalistic behavior. Robin has published articles on enrichment in national and international
publications. She has also produced a DVD titled "Enriching Your Parrot's Life."
Robin is a member of The American Association of Zookeepers where she advises the
behavioral husbandry committee. She currently serves on the board of The International
Association of Avian Trainers and Educators and chairs their enrichment committee.
You don't want to miss Robin at the August 25th fair. Check out her Facebook page, "The
Leather Elves."

Memoriam Brick
In January, the board approved the purchase of a memoriam brick in John
Tomasavic’s honor (with Pep’s name also on the brick) from the World Bird
Sanctuary where he was a lifetime member. John and Pep have been members
of Gateway Parrot Club for many years. We would like to thank our members
and Varietees Bird Store who contributed to this fund.
Below is a picture of the brick now on display at the sanctuary.

General Meeting Information:
Come and enjoy the fun and bring a bird (as long as it is clipped). It’s so
enjoyable seeing all the different species of parrots and talking to other parrot
owners.
You don’t have to be a member to attend, but we would love to have you join.
Meeting starts at 1:00 and it will be a full afternoon of meeting, socializing, eating,
program, and raffle. For members who have not renewed their membership or
who would like to join, please see Renee Davis, our membership chair person.
She will be at the meeting to sign you up. An annual membership fee of $20.00
includes your family (two voting members) and brings you our monthly newsletter
by email, and helps us to provide special speakers. Thank you for joining and
helping support the parrot community in St. Louis.
We meet at Varietees Bird Store, 60 Meramec Valley Plaza, Valley Park, MO.
Varietees will be open in the afternoon so you can purchase bird food, supplies,
toys, cages, play stands, etc.
We do have a raffle most months so if you would like to donate item(s), they are
always welcome. They do not have to be bird related. We sell raffle tickets for
$1.00 each or 6 for $5.00.
We are going to have an indoor picnic at our July meeting, and because it
will be too hot to cook, Chef Christine will be will be making hot dogs,
baked beans, broccoli salad, and chips with a strawberry jello angel cake
for dessert. There will be an assortment of soda and water. Feel free to
bring something to add to the buffet (snack, salad, dessert, vegetable, fruit,
etc.). Thanks to Christine and Dave for their dedication in taking care of all
of us starving parrot club members.
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